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	 After a 15-year absence, 
Winona Bowl revived the 
Tournament of Champions bowling 
tournament the weekend of Sept. 26-
27.
	 Thirty-eight men and 18 
women from local bowling leagues 
participated in the two-day event. 
The top six men and four women 
after 10 games of play went on to the 
HBC-aired, stepladder finals. Geoff 
Schewe took home the trophy on the 
men’s side while Lisa Pietkauskis 
took home the trophy for the women. 
Along with trophies, Schewe was 
awarded $800, and Pietkauski $400.  
	 Brian Fakler, manager of 
Winona Bowl and tournament 
committee member, said the event 
was “very close.” One perfect game 
was thrown during the tournament 
along with a couple 299s, Fakler 
said. Senior bowler, Bob Banicki, 
had the best second day, averaging a 
score of 240. “It was nice to see some 
of the older guys out there doing 
well,” said Fakler. Fakler himself 
took sixth-place overall.
	 Besides the bowlers 
themselves, quite a few spectators 
showed up as well. The finals had to 
take an impromptu break when the 

bar at Winona Bowl erupted as Brett 
Favre threw the last second, game-
winning touchdown to Greg Lewis in 
the back of the end zone to beat the 
San Francisco 49ers. “It just added 
to the already excited environment,” 
Fakler said with a laugh. 
	 “Considering it was the first 
year back, I think we had a pretty 
decent turnout and tournament 
overall,” said Fakler. He hopes that 
next year the number of participants 
will increase even more.
	 The tournament is back for 
good according to Fakler. The last 
weekend in September will be used 
for the tournament from here on out.
	 The tournament marked what 
Fakler calls “bowling season” at 
Winona Bowl. “After slower summer 
months, business and events start 
to pick up in Fall. There are a lot of 
exciting tournaments and events still 
to come, so stay tuned!” Fakler said.
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	 For just $6, 
bowlers will receive 
two games, shoes and a 
drink of their choice on 
Thursdays after 9 p.m.
	 The new special 
aims to increase foot 
traffic to the bowling 
center on a relativley 
slower evening, said 
manager of Winona 
Bowl, Brian Fakler.

“It’s one heck 
of a deal!”

NEW SPECIAL!

Winona Remains Victorious 
in Annual Border Battle

	 Winona got off to a rough 
start when the tournament first 
started, losing the first five, but has 
since turned things around in a big 
way.
	 “This tournament is all for 
pride, it’s not about the money,” said 
Fakler. 
	 The two-day tournament, 
that took place Oct. 10-11, marked 
the start of the area bowling 
tournament season. “We’re going to 
be competing from here on out,” said 
Fakler. “This tournament is a fun way 
to get to know the guys that we’re 
going to be competing against.”

	 For the ninth year, bowlers 
from Winona and La Crosse 
competed against each other in the La 
Crosse-Winona Bowling Challenge.
The Winona men and women kept 
their win streaks alive, taking home 
victories.  It was the women’s fifth 
consecutive win and an equally 
impressive fourth consecutive win for 
the men of Winona.
	 “The trophies are staying in 
Winona another year!” said Brian 
Fakler, manager of Winona Bowl. 
Had La Crosse won, the trophy 
would have travelled back across the 
river.
	



Monday City League
Teams:
	 1. Bloedows
	 2. Winona Bowl
	 3. Dan’s Dugout
High Game Individual:
	 1. Ross Harrison - 300
	 2. Brian Fakler - 289
	 3. Wes Palokangas - 287
High Average:
	 1. Tod Walters - 236
	 2. Paul Jandt - 226
	 3. Brian Fakler - 226

Tuesday Blue Ribbon 
League

Teams:
	 1. Severson Oilers
	 2. Dan’s Dugout
	 3. Betty Jo’s 
High Game Individual:
	 1. Kyle Malewicki - 290
	 2. Brent Gora - 288
	 3. Aaron Littlefield - 288
High Average:
	 1. Kyle Malewicki - 226
	 2. Brad Kanz - 224
	 3. Tod Walters - 223

Women’s Wednesday 
Lamplighter League

Teams:
	 1. Dan’s Dugout
	 2. Borkowski Towing
	 3. Watkins
High Game Individual:
	 1. Angie Booher - 278
	 2. Diane Marley - 269
	 3. Krystal Dorman - 268
High Average:
	 1. Diane Marley - 216
	 2. Krystal Dorman - 209
	 3. Angie Booher - 201

Thursday Trio’s 
League

Teams:
	 1. Brian’s Bombers
	 2. Bowl-falo Wings
	 3. Girls Next Door
High Game Individual (Men):
	 1. Tim Wangen - 290
	 2. Tom Fink - 278
	 3. Daren Bussian - 263
High Average (Men):
	 1. Brian Fakler - 218
	 2. Tim Wangen - 214
	 3. Tom Fink - 202
High Game Individual (Women):
	 1. Lisa Pietkaukis - 235
	 2. Krystal Beech - 234
	 3. Dana Jonsgard - 216
High Average (Women):
	 1. Lisa Pietkaukis - 192
	 2. Krystal Beech - 179
	 3. Dana Jonsgard - 176

Thursday Sparklers 
League (Women’s)

Teams:
	 1. Timbers Restaurant
	 2. Dan’s Dugout
	 3. Winona Bowl
High Game Individual:
	 1. Tina Wenzel - 247
	 2. Aimee Rossin - 244
	 3. Keri Wegmen - 235
High Average:
	 1. Tina Wenzel - 179
	 2. Keri Wegmen - 178
	 3. April Lehnertz - 168

Friday Legion League
Team:
	 1. Malewicki Cement
	 2. Dan’s Dugout #1
	 3. Dan’s Dugout #2
High Game Individual:
	 1. Josh Wrycza - 288
	 2. Brent Cordes - 279
	 3. Geoff Schewe - 279
High Average:
	 1. Josh Wenzel - 230
	 2. Kyle Malewicki - 222
	 3. Geoff Schewe - 221

Saturday Mixed Nuts 
League

Teams:
	 1. Beer Nuts
	 2. Salty Nuts
	 3. Cracked Nuts
High Game Individual (Men):
	 1. Steve Walters - 279
	 2. Jeey Bublitz - 264
	 3. Pat Stiehl - 258
High Average (Men):
	 1. Steve Walters - 234
	 2. Brian Fakler - 223
	 3. Mark Walters - 223
High Game Individual (Women):
	 1. Krystal Dorman - 269
	 2. Diane Marley - 245
	 3. Kim Kubis - 245
High Average (Women):
	 1. Diane Marley - 215

Saturday Bumper 
Bowlers League

Teams:
	 1. Brett & Buddies
	 2. Strikers
	 3. Tigers
High Game Individual (Boys):
	 1. Austin Bork - 101
	 2. Isaiah Frost - 91
	 3. Brett Biesanz - 87
High Average (Boys):
	 1. Isaiah Frost - 80
	 2. Austin Bork - 75
	 3. Mitchell Koehler - 74

Saturday Bumper 
Bowlers League Cont.

High Game Individual (Girls):
	 1. Nicole Miller - 110
	 2. Julie Kopperud - 90
	 3. Torrence Brabbit - 88
High Average (Girls):
	 1. Nicole Miller - 85
	 2. Torrence Brabbit - 71
	 3. Julie Benke - 69

Saturday Pin Busters 
League

Teams:
	 1. Million Dollar Bowlers
	 2. Red Tail Dragons 
	 3. Girl Power
High Game Individual (Boys):
	 1. Mason Whetstone - 118
	 2. Kale Hutkowski - 113
	 3. Dalton Prenot - 108
	 4. Andrew Grafton - 108
High Average (Boys):
	 1. Kale Hutkowski - 87
	 2. Andrew Grafton - 83
	 3. Mason Whetstone - 82
High Game Individual (Girls):
	 1. Olivia Kubis - 165
	 2. Meghan Lehnertz - 148
	 3. Elizabeth Wolfe - 140
High Average (Girls):
	 1. Olivia Kubis - 126
	 2. Elizabeth Wolfe - 101
	 3. Kristen Langowski - 97

Next Generation 
League

Teams:
	 1. Nubs
	 2. Million Dollar Bowlers
	 3. Tornado Alley
High Game Individual (Boys):
	 1. Andrew Berg - 276
	 2. Brandon Beech - 266
	 3. Tyler Przybylski - 205
High Average (Boys):
	 1. Brandon Beech - 204
	 2. Andrew Berg - 194
	 3. Tyler Przybylski - 170
High Game Individual (Girls):
	 1. Holly Bambenek - 191
	 2. Brittnay Frauenkron - 190
	 3. Allison Scott - 161
High Average (Girls):
	 1. Holly Bambenek - 162
	 2. Brittany Frauenkron - 154
	 3. Alayna Merchlewitz - 125

Fall 
League 
Updates

An Excerpt from “Stories from the Alley, from the Man Behind the Lanes”
	 It’s 2:00 on a quiet 
Friday afternoon in Winona. No 
more than three cars grace the 
parking lot at Winona Bowl, one 
of them being my own. The lone 
sound as I walk into the bowling 
alley is the soft hum of a drill. 
In a matter of hours, people 

walking through those same 
doors will be hit with sensory 
overload. Black lights, the 
unmistakable sound of bowling 
balls making contact with pins, 
the smell of greasy food wafting 
from the kitchen, laughter and 
loud conversation. These are 

the sights, sounds, and smells 
that Brian Fakler has become 
accustomed to after 21 years at 
Winona Bowl.
	 I wait patiently at the 
front desk for the drilling to 
stop. When it does, Fakler walks 
out of the pro shop, joking 

with a customer. He greets me, 
and then finishes his sale. “See 
you tonight!” he calls after 
the customer. The customer 
reciprocates with the wave of a 
hand.
For the full story visit www.
usweekly47.wordpress.com!
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